
MINUTES
Two weeks into the new year and we are two weeks 
away from being halfway through the 2018-2019 school 
year.   In these last two weeks of quarter 2, students 
should make sure that they finish strong by checking to 
be sure they have completed all their assessments and 
ass ignments, including any poss ible make up 
assignments from any absences.  It is also a good time for 
students to start utilizing available supports in the school if 
they need them.  You can always ask me, the school 
counselors, and the teachers what supports are 
available for students’ different needs. 

A customary new year’s tradition is to make resolutions 
for the upcoming year.   I am sure many in the Norwell 
Middle School community have done this already.  To be 
honest, while I usually do make New Year’s Resolutions, I 
have not made any yet, and I am not sure why.  There 
are definitely areas in my life in which I can improve or 
do better.  There are definitely new things that I have 
never done before that I want to try.  When it comes to 
my work life, I know that I want to make the school a 
better place for all who step through its doors.  While that 
sounds like a resolution, I think it needs to be more 
specific and have actual things I can do to accomplish 
that lofty goal.  So, I am reaching out to all of you for 
your support.  What ideas do you have to make Norwell 
Middle School a better place for all who step through its 
doors? Let me know your thoughts and ideas, and 
hopefully I can take some of them to form a New Year’s 
Resolution for this school. 

As always, thank you, have a great week, and be kind, 

-Mr. Sulc
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Comprehension Conversations 
-with Mrs. Whit 

Your child is reading a book, and you want to know 
whether or not they are understanding it or just 
“reading the words.” How can you tell? A great way 
to assess their understanding of what they read is by 
asking open-ended questions. 

Comprehension can be looked at through three 
different lenses. One way that we can look at 
comprehension is by examining the “within the text” 
understanding. This is a literal understanding of what 
has been read. Middle school readers have usually 
had a lot of practice with this type of thinking and, 
therefore, can usually answer these types of questions 
quickly. When answering “within the text” questions, 
readers are being asked to summarize, search for and 
use information, solve words and monitor their own 
understanding.  

Questions to gauge a reader’s “within the text” 
understanding include: 

• What happened in the story? 
• Who were the characters in the story? 
• What was the problem in the story?  
• How was the problem solved? 
• What did you learn about in this book? 
• What was the most important part? 
• Does this book remind you of anything else you 

have read? 
• What was the most exciting part of the story? 
• What did you learn about from reading this? 

Stay tuned! Next week we will explore the second lens 
of comprehension, “beyond the text” thinking. 

January 17 
Grade 6 Band & Chorus Winter 
Concert, 7 PM 

January 21 
MLK, Jr. Day - No School 

January 25 
Tend of Term 2 

Click HERE to view events at all 
Norwell schools.
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7th Grade Gold Team 
members did a great 
job on thei r poetry 
recitations of Langston 
Hughes’s poems “I, Too, 
S ing Amer ica” and 
“Mother to Son.”

Don’t Miss Out! 
Order Your Yearbook Now! 

Click HERE to order your middle 
school yearbook. Yearbooks, which 
include all middle school students, 
are presently being sold for $30.  The 
price will increase after February 1st. 
Yearbooks will be distributed in June. 
To ensure you get one, order your 
yearbook in advance.

• NMS BOOK DRIVE: Donate your gently 
used middle grade books to Norwell 
Middle School. These donations will be put 
into classroom libraries for students to 
access independently. Collection bins are 
in front of the office. 

• MARCH BOOK MADNESS: There is a little 
over a month left before the MBM voting 
begins.  How many of the 16 books have 
you read?

(For the    of Reading)
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